THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF

of view it has been variously considered;   from
Mary's, as yet, not at all.

Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin was born on the
3Oth of August 1797.

Her father, the philosopher and philosophical
novelist, William Godwin, began his career as ^a
Dissenting minister in Norfolk, and something of
the preacher's character adhered to him all his life.
Not the apostolic preacher. No enthusiasm of
faith or devotion, no constraining fervour, eliciting
the like in others, were his, but a calm, earnest,
philosophic spirit, with an irresistible impulse to
guide and advise others.

This same calm rationalism got the better, in
no long time, of his religious creed, which be
seems to have abandoned slowly, gradually, and
deliberately, without painful struggle. His re-
-ligion, of the head alone, was easily replaced by
other views for which intellectual qualities \\vro
all-sufficient. Of a cool, unemotional tempera-
ment, safe from any snares of passion or imagina-
tion, he became the very type of a town philosopher.
Abstractions of the intellect and the philosophy of
politics were his world. Me had a true towns-
man's love of the theatre, but external nature: for
the most part left him unaffected, as it found him.
With the most exalted opinion of his own genius
and merit, he was nervously susceptible to the